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that conventions should be held from time to time as might be necessary 
to consider changes and amendments proposed by the member nations. 
A second conference met in Paris in 1878, which made many improve- 
ments in the system; others have followed at intervals, and every civil- 
ized country is now a member, and the nations of the world constitute 
one postal territory. The Universal Postal Union was the first and in 
many ways remains the most important instance of the united action 
of the nations, the first act of world legislation. It remains the practical 
demonstration of the possibility of that ultimate parliament of the world 
of which the poet has dreamed, and which practical students and states- 
men count upon as the ultimate substitutive for international wars. 
Not until the greatest of all the wars the world has yet known shall have 
come to its end, will we be able to know whether its incalculable suffer- 
ings and sacrifices have brought us nearer to the goal. 

S. N. D. North. 

The Hague Court Reports. Publication of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, Division of International Law. Edited 
with an introduction by James Brown Scott, Director. New York: 
Oxford University Press, American Branch. 1916. pp. cxi, 664. 

$3.50. 

This is a collection in English of the first fourteen decisions rendered 
by the tribunals of the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague 
under the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 for the Pacific Settle- 
ment of International Disputes. There are also included the reports 
of the first two International Commissions of Inquiry constituted 
under the same conventions. The need for the collection within a single 
volume of these important international decisions cannot be better put 
than in the report of the editor, Dr. Scott, which he made to the Trustees 
of the Endowment recommending their publication by the Division of 
International Law: 

It is unnecessary and, indeed, out of place in this report to descant upon the 
importance of the Permanent Court and of the awards rendered by special tribunals, 
because, however imperfect the machinery and however open to criticism some of 
their awards may be, the fact is that the organization of the first tribunal chosen 
from the panel marks an era in international relations and the first step taken for the 
creation and development of arbitral jurisprudence. 

The Administrative Council publishes brief abstracts of the proceedings before 
he special tribunals and prints the official awards. These documents are in French 
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and, so far as the Director has been able to learn, the awards have not been collected 
and published in a separate volume, which could be consulted by any and all who 
happen to be interested in this method of settling international disputes. 1 The 
American Journal of International Law has translated and published each decision 
as. it appeared, but the awards, which are interesting and valuable, are scattered 
through a number of volumes and are thus not easily found or consulted. The 
Endowment has received numerous requests both for the awards and for information 
concerning them. The Secretary has been unable to comply with these requests and 
he has been unable to refer inquirers to any single volume, in French or English, 
in which the texts of the awards are to be found, with the exception of a Dutch 
publication entitled Grotius, International Year Book, in which the awards are printed 
in the language in which delivered. (Year Book of the Endowment, 1913-1914, 
pp. 139-140). 

Each award and rinding is preceded by a syllabus giving the essential 
facts and holdings of the tribunal or commission or inquiry. It is 
followed by the agreement of submission and antecedent documents 
useful in forming a complete understanding of the scope and juridical 
value of the award. Where maps and charts accompanied the decisions, 
these have been reproduced and inserted in their proper places. The 
Editor states in his preface that the translations of the awards and other 
documents have been obtained from the most reliable sources available. 
Official translations have been reproduced in official form; unofficial 
translations have been edited to such a degree as seemed necessary; 
where neither kind of translation was obtainable, the translations were 
made by the Endowment. He adds: "In view of the fact that the 
accuracy of the translations might be questioned, especially with respect 
to the more important documents, an Appendix has been added which 
contains the original official texts of the translated documents." As an 
annex to the Editor's introduction, he prints the original texts and 
translations of the Hague Convention of 1899 and 1907 for the pacific 
settlement of international disputes. 

George A. Finch. 

1 Since Dr.. Scott's report was written, these decisions have been published in 
volume form by Professor George Grafton Wilson, of Harvard University, under the 
title The Hague Arbitration Cases (Boston: Ginn & Co. 1915. pp. x, 525). 
Professor Wilson's collection contains, in addition to the awards, the compromise, 
protocols, or agreements for submission. The official language is given in each case, 
and where that is not English, a translation is given on the opposite page. — G. A. P. 



